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First, I want you to pray for all people. Ask God to help and bless them. Give 
thanks for them. 2 Pray for kings. Pray for everyone who is in authority. Pray that 
we can live peaceful and quiet lives. And pray that we will be godly and holy. 
3 This is good, and it pleases God our Savior. 4 He wants all people to be saved. 
He wants them to come to know the truth. 5 There is only one God. And there is 
only one go-between for God and human beings. He is the man Christ Jesus. 6 He 
gave himself to pay for the sins of all people. We have been told this message at 
just the right time.  

Prelude
Welcome to a new series at UMCG called Grace in Country Music. I’m Rob 
Hamilton, senior pastor and I have the holy privilege to share with you a teaching 
series on John Wesley’s understanding of God’s grace and how we can see God’s 
grace not only in the Scriptures, but also Country Music.  
 While I like most all kinds of music, as I became an adult my first radio 
presets were to country music stations and now when I ask Siri to play music I like, 
country is always heavily reflected in the mix. You may or may not like country, 
but I know we all need God’s grace. By the way, when we talk about grace or 
God’s grace, I am speaking about God’s love for all human kind. As we will see 
throughout this series God’s love is unmerited - meaning we don’t -can’t even- 
earn it. God’s love is always available to us and never runs out. I’m excited to get 
more granular on the song today and our topic. So let’s pause here for prayer: 

Prayer of Illumination 
Jesus,   
Your love makes no sense. Faced with rejection, denial, and betrayal you just keep 
loving us. We don't love like that, but we're grateful that you do. Help us to 
understand your love more deeply as we engage the scripture and as I seek to 
proclaim your prevenient grace through this message today. Amen.  
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Sermon
 I’ve already told you I have a penchant for country music, but in reality, I  
really like a song that tells a story - I suppose all music conveys a story - but for 
whatever reason I find that the stories of country music seem to really to resonate 
with me. Perhaps that’s because I’ve gotten trough all the ‘huntin’, drinkin’, dog 
ran off and so did my wife’ songs and found the gems. And when I considered a list 
of songs that I think carry or illustrate the message of God’s grace, I tried to pick a 
variety of artists and songs from the last 20 years to introduce some folks to 
country music for the first time and some that other fans might already know. 
 Today’s song, The Little Girl by John Micheal Montgomery is our oldest and 
from performer that is known for songs with heart. This song is going to help us 
understand God’s prevenient grace. Like I said before, John Wesley when 
considering the entirety of Scripture he understand that God’s love to be unmerited 
and unconditional for all human kind and that we experience God’s grace in four 
stages or ways: prevenient, justifying, sanctifying and perfecting grace. Today 
we consider prevenient grace.  
 Prevenient grace, is God’s active, loving presence in our lives. This presence 
is not dependent on human actions or human response. It is a gift — a gift that is 
always available, but that can be refused. Most often prevenient grace is God’s 
loving activity in our lives and we don't even know it or don't recognize the 
presence as being that of God and God's love. In this way this gift comes before 
we even know it or know God - that why we call it prevenient.  
 The ‘venient’ part of prevenient is a third-person inflection of the latin 
verb veniō which means to approach or to come and ‘pre’ means ‘in front of' 
or ‘before’ - so to say it another way: prevenient grace is God approaching us 
with God’s love before we know it or recognize it or God’s love the comes to us 
before we accept God’s love for us.     
   Let me say a little bit more about how this prevenient grace works. At some 
point (or even many points) in our lives God’s grace stirs up within us a desire to 
know God and empowers us to respond to God’s invitation to be in relationship 
with God. God’s grace enables us to discern differences between good and evil and 
makes it possible for us to choose good before we recognize it is God working in 
our lives. Notice how this is all God's doing or action in our lives. Prevenient grace 
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is God taking the initiative in relating to humanity. We do not have to beg and 
plead for God’s love and grace. God actively seeks us!  1

 I believe God's love is actively pursuing all of us, right now. It doesn't matter 
what you did last night, or how ashamed you are, or if you've come to the clear 
conclusion that God is just something we made up to make ourselves feel better - 
God is here right now, and every day prior, loving you.  
 It's by prevenient grace that we baptize babies, who haven't done a single 
thing right or wrong, but we know that God loves them and so we claim that love 
on their behalf and as a church promise to raise that child to accept God's love 
found in God's grace for themselves.   
 Now prevenient grace isn't something I or John Wesley made up, we see 
God's prevenient grace in the bible. The story of Jospeh and his coat of many 
colors and his brothers’ vile plot which led to their deliverance to is a great 
example of God acting in a loving ways even when we don't recognize it. The 
healing miracles of Jesus point to a God who loves before we do anything.  
 Paul is reminding his student pastor, Timothy, in verse 4 of our lesson for 
today about how  "God wants all people to be saved. He wants them to come to 
know the truth.( 1 Timothy 2:4 NIRV)“  It's with this assurance of God's love 
poured out as prevenient grace that Paul is admonishing Timothy and his churches 
to pray for people. To pray for everyone, not just the God-fearers and good people, 
but for everyone. Because it's God's desire to be in loving relationship with all 
people, we are to pray for all people to come to the realization that God loves them 
and that we can see the depth and extent God will go to love us in the life, death 
and resurrection of Jesus. For in Jesus God won't even let death separate us from 
God's love. 
 So how do we get from prevenient grace to country music? I can thank John 
Michael Montgomery for the connection. Montgomery is a country music artist 
who came onto the scene in the early 1990’s, most of his top 40 songs bring a tear 
to my eye. Montgomery also knows and sings of God's prevenient grace in his 
song "The Little Girl" which tells the story of an urban legend and the tragedy of 
domestic violence but also the truth of God's prevenient grace. As Denis O’Brien 
comes to sing Montgomery's song, I invite you to see if you catch God's grace in 
the song, you'll find the song lyrics in your bulletins and on the screen, if that 
helps. CLICK HERE TO PLAY SONG.  

 (http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/our-wesleyan-heritage#EN11
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 I tried to warn you about Montgomery's songs ability to generate tears. 
Certainly, The Little Girl can a tear jerker and the story of a redeemed tragedy and 
it is also a story of God's prevenient grace. Clearly the little girl in the song was 
able to experience the love of God in Christ on one of the worst nights of that 
young girl's life. She didn't know Jesus or about God or how much God loves her, 
but Jesus was there with her in her hour of need. I'll admit it ss a sweet story, 
maybe even a bit too saccharine. But I also think God's prevenient grace is hiding 
elsewhere in the song.   
 I think God was loving on the drunk dad and the addicted mom. 
Montgomery doesn't show us how God might have been doing so in the song, but I 
know in real life God does love those who have nothing to do with God. I know it 
because I see God's love in people's lives (as I've been trained to spot it) and I 
know its true because when I talk with people who come to realize God's love and 
grace for themselves they start to see it too and how God had been working on 
them in the past and just missed responding to it.   
 I also think God's prevenient grace was active in the adoptive parents of the 
little girl, right. I think they must have come to belief, acceptance and the practice 
of God's grace - those are some of the other stages we'll talk about in later weeks - 
because they were practicing their faith when they show up in the song. But I also 
think the adoptive couple was experiencing God's prevenient grace in preparing to 
love on this little girl they didn't even know yet.  
 All of this are examples of God's prevenient grace. I share this with you 
today not just because I want everyone listening or watching today to be able to 
identify how God's grace is active in their lives. I share this because I want us to be 
trained spotters of God's grace. I want us to be able to see how God's love is active 
in every human life. I want us to be on the look out for it. I want us to point it out 
when we see it in someone's life or hear it on the radio or read about it in our 
newsfeeds.  
 And, like Paul, I want us to be praying for everybody. Praying for all people 
to know, feel, experience and accept God's love in their lives. I'm only one person. 
My reach is limited. But with 200 more people trained in spotting God's grace and 
lifting up prayers, I know a few more will wake up to know that stuff that's been 
happening in their lives, is really the grace of God being poured out on them, just 
like its poured out on us.  
Now is the time.  
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We’re ready.  
 And not only do we find God’s grace that goes before us, it is by God’s 
grace that goes before us that we we can come to this table, this banquet of grace, 
knowing that if we confess our sins, Jesus will not hold them against us, but by his 
loving sacrifice for us, we will find our sins forgiven and it will be just as if we 
have never sinned. So let us now approach the table in spirit of humility and 
confession as we pray together… transition to communion.  
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